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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed 1 2/5/06. Claim 31 has been 
cancelled. Claims 21-30 and 32. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 21-30 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Begis (U.S. Pat. 6907034 B1 ) in view of Morley et al. (U.S. Pat. 6985589 B2). 

With respect to claim 21, Begis discloses an apparatus for use at a local site 
(See column 5 line 63 to column 6 line 20 and Figures 3A-B of Begis for reference 
to an apparatus as shown in blocit diagram 300 used locally). Begis also discloses 
an adapter configured to couple the apparatus to a voice network (See column 5 line 
63 to column 6 line 20 and Figures 3A-B of Begis for reference to switch 310, 
which is an adapter coupling the apparatus 300 to a PSTN 320, which is a voice 
network). Begis further discloses an input key coupled to the adapter and configured, 
upon activation, to initiate a negotiation procedure to procure an access code via the 
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voice network (See column 4 line 62 to column 5 line 45 and Figure 2 of Begis for 
reference to a "SEND" button, which is an input l^ey coupled to the switch 310, 
that upon activation initiates a procedure to receive an IP address, which is a type 
of access code, via the PSTN 320). Begis also discloses a network interface 
configured to couple the apparatus to a data network to provide a data network session 
of a data conference based at least in part on the access code (See column 5 line 63 
to column 6 line 20, column 4 line 62 to column 5 line 45, and Figures 2 and 3A-B 
of Begis for reference to the apparatus 300 having a network interface to the 
Internet 315, which is a data network, and for reference to providing a data 
network sessions including collaboration software applications, joint web 
browsing software application, video, and network games, based on using the 
procured IP address to set up a connection). Begis further discloses an image 
processor coupled to the network interface and configured to communicate iniage data 
with the network interface (See column 3 lines 39-58 and Figures 3A-B of Begis for 
reference to a computer 325 being coupled to the network interface through the 
switch 310, and for reference to using software on the computer 325 for video 
conference, meaning the computer 325 must include an image processor to 
communicate image data with the network interface). While Begis does disclose 
receiving image data at the image processor over the data network from a remote data 
conferencing appliance at a remote site and controlling a display device based in part 
on the image data (See column 3 lines 39-58 and column 5 lines 40-45 of Begis for 
reference to the computer 325 receiving image data of a video conference over 
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the internet from a remote device and for reference to displaying the data at a 
display device of the computer 325), Begis does not specifically disclose that the 
display device comprises a projector. Begis also does not disclose a housing adapted 
to incorporate the adapter, the input key, the network interface, the image processor, 
and the projector into an integrated data conferencing appliance. 

With respect to claim 29, Begis disclose a method (See column 4 line 62 to 
column 5 line 45 and Figure 2 of Begis for reference to a method). Begis also 
discloses coupling, by an adapter of an appliance, the apparatus to a voice network 
(See column 5 line 63 to column 6 line 20 and Figures 3A-B of Begis for reference 
to switch 310, which is an adapter coupling the appliance 300 to a PSTN 320, 
which is a voice networic). Begis further discloses receiving an input from an input 
key of the appliance and initiating a negotiation procedure to procure an access code 
based at least in part on receiving the input (See column 4 line 62 to column 5 line 45 
and Figure 2 of Begis for reference to a "SEND" button, which is an input key 
coupled to the switch 310, that upon activation initiates a procedure to receive an 
IP address, which is a type of access code, via the PSTN 320). Begis also discloses 
providing, by a network interface of the appliance, a data network session of a data 
conference over a data network based at least in part on the access code (See column 
5 line 63 to column 6 line 20, column 4 line 62 to column 5 line 45, and Figures 2 
and 3A-B of Begis for reference to the appliance 300 having a network interface to 
the Internet 315, which is a data network, and for reference to providing a data 
network sessions including collaboration software applications, joint web 
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browsing software application, video, and network games, based on using the 
procured IP address to set up a connection). Begis further discloses 
communicating, by an image processor, image data from a remote data conferencing 
appliance at a remote site witli tlie network interface (See column 3 lines 39-58 and 
column 5 lines 40-45 of Begis for reference to the computer 325 receiving image 
data of a video conference over the internet from a remote device and for 
reference to displaying the data at a display device of the computer 325). Begis 
does not disclose that the appliance is an integrated data conferencing appliance. 
Begis also does not disclose controlling projector incorporated into the appliance to 
project an image based in part on the image data transmitted over the data network 
from the remote site. 

With respect to claims 21, 29, and 31, Morley et al., in the field of 
communications, discloses a projector for displaying an image with the projector being 
part of an integrated data conferencing appliance housing an adapter, an input key, a 
network interface, an image processor, and the projector (See column 8 lines 43-58, 
column 20 lines 23-41, and Figure 2 of Morley et al. for reference to a theater 
manager 132 that includes in a housing interfaces to a storage device and 
managing device, which are a network adapter and interface, a control panel, 
which includes input keys, a playback device and decoder, which are an image 
processor, and a projector). Morley et al. also discloses the projector displaying 
images received from a device that is remotely located (See column 8 lines 16-58 of 
IVIorley et al. for reference to the theater manager 132 receiving image data from a 
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central hub 102, which is a device located remotely from the theater manager 
132). Including the apparatus components In a single integrated data conferencing 
appliance has the advantage of allowing all the necessary device components to be 
purchased in a single, self-contained unit, to simplify number of devices needed to set 
up a data conferencing network. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, when presented with the work of Morley et al., to combine including 
apparatus components in a single integrated data conferencing appliance, as suggested 
by Morley et al., with the system and method of Begis, with the motivation being to allow 
all the necessary device components to be purchased in a single, self-contained unit, to 
simplify number of devices needed to set up a data conferencing network. 

With respect to claims 22, 24-25 and 28, Begis discloses that the apparatus is 
configured to be locally coupled to an external image source, an external display device, 
and an external speakerphone (See column 3 lines 39-58, column 5 line 63 to 
column 6 line 29, and Figures 3A-B of Begis for reference to a computer 325, 
which acts as an image source and display device for video conferencing, being 
coupled to the apparatus 300, and for reference to a telephone 110, which is a 
speaker phone, being coupled to the apparatus)! 

With respect to claim 23, Begis discloses receiving image data at the image 
processor from the network interface and controlling a display device based in part on 
the image data (See column 3 lines 39-58 and column 5 lines 40-45 of Begis for 
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reference to receiving image data of a video conference at the computer 325 and 
display the data at a display device of the computer 325). 

With respect to claim 26, Begis discloses that the adapter is configured to 
couple the apparatus to the voice network to provide a voice call session of the data 
conference (See column 4 line 62 to column 5 line 45 and Figures 2 and 3A-B of 
Begis for reference to the switch 310 coupling the apparatus 300 to the PSTN 320 
to provide a voice call session of the data conference). 

With respect to claim 27, Begis discloses that the data network session 
comprises transmission and/or reception of image data (See column 3 lines 39-58 of 
Begis for reference to a video conferencing data session, which includes both 
transmission and reception of image data). 

With respect to claims 30 and 32, Begis discloses transmitting and receiving, 
by the network interface, image data from an external Image source locally coupled to 
the apparatus (See column 3 lines 39-58 of Begis for reference to a video 
conferencing data session, which includes both transmission and reception of 
Image data received at the switch 310 from the computer 325). 

Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments filed 12/5/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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In response to Applicant's argument that the combination of Begis and Morley et 
al. does not disclose an integrated data conferencing appliance as claimed, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Begis, as shown in the rejections above, discloses a 
local data conferencing appliance that receives data, including image data, from a 
remote appliance and displays the data at the local data conferencing appliance. The 
difference between Begis and the claimed invention is that Begis does not disclose that 
the image data is displayed by a projector included In a housing incorporating all parts 
of the data conferencing device at the local site. Morley et al. is used to show a 
teaching of the claimed elements Begis is lacking. Specifically, Morley et al. discloses a 
theater subsystem device having a projector included in a local housing incorporating a 
network adapter and interface, input keys, an image processor and the projector. 
Further Morley et al. discloses that the theater subsystem receives image data from a 
central hub facility that is located at a remote site from the theater subsystem. 
Therefore, the combined teachings of Begis and Morley et al. do disclose the claimed 
invention. Further Begis and Morley et al. both teach systems where image data is sent 
from a remote device over a network to a local device where the image data is 
displayed. Since Begis and Morley et al. deal with similar problems there is motivation 
to combine the teachings of the reference. 
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Conclusion 



5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason E. Mattis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3154. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-31 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonmation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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